
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aims 
At Manor  Hill we take a professional and consistent approach to the task of 
marking work and giving feedback, which is a fundamental part of the 
assessment process.  
 
In addition, we believe marking and feedback should: 
 
 Be manageable for teachers and accessible to children; 
 Provide clear feedback to children, relating to the learning objective and 

success criteria; 
 Inform children of their next learning steps; 
 Give recognition and praise for achievement; 
 Show children that their work is valued and purposeful; 
 Allow specific time for children to read, reflect and respond to marking; 
 Respond to individual learning needs; 
 Inform future planning; 
 Use consistent codes across the school/ key stage; 
 Take place at the earliest opportunity, particularly if the next lesson 

builds on what has been taught earlier. 
 
English 
 

 Verbal Feedback 
Manor Hill recognises the importance of children receiving regular oral 
feedback. This may be to correct a child’s understanding or to extend the 
child’s learning. The work will then be marked with a VF code. Children of 
all ages need verbal feedback from time to time, but this is particularly 
important in the early years and KS1 where children may be unable to read 
a written comment. 
 

 Written Feedback 
Teachers mark corrections or support notes within a lesson in blue pen. 
Written feedback should provide development points and should be easily 
understood and quickly implemented.  
 
Teachers should highlight the learning objective in red, amber or green. 

• Green – good understanding/ full coverage; 

• Orange – some understanding/ some omissions;  

• Red – poor understanding/ no evidence 
 



If necessary write a short, focussed comment about something the pupil did 
well in green pen (next to a smiley face stamp) and a ‘fix it’ instruction in 
red pen (next to a footstep stamp).  
 
Corrections: 
 
Spelling Maximum of 3 age related words-  
Mark an S in the margin, underlined in red/blue for live marking. Pupil  to 
correct and practise at bottom of page. 
 
Punctuation Maximum of 3 errors 
Mark a P in the margin to indicate line of error. Pupil to edit and underline 
the correction. 
 
Sentence Structure 
If a sentence does not make sense or is grammatically incorrect, brackets 
should be drawn around it. If appropriate an opportunity to rewrite this 
sentence underneath or on a strip of attached paper should be given. Verbal 
Feedback may support this process. 
 

 Maths 
The purpose of marking is primarily diagnostic. It informs planning and 
communicates to each pupil their outcomes to act as a motivator. 
Children’s answers will be marked with ticks and crosses in blue ink. The 
learning objective in each book will be highlighted in red, amber or green to 
indicate the extent to which the pupils’ have achieved it. Pupils will be 
expected to do the corrections indicated. Corrections in maths books should 
be completed as close to the original mistake as possible; new answers should 
not be written over the top of old ones. 
 

 Foundation Subjects 
Work in foundation books will be predominantly marked by being stamped 
with an appropriate stamper: ‘Learning Objective Achieved’, ‘Verbal Feedback 
Given’, ‘Adult Assisted Work’ or a positive/praise stamp. However, if pupils 
have done a piece of extended writing in their Foundation Books, it should 
be marked in line with the English guidelines. 
 
Paired Marking: 
Opportunities are planned to allow children to self-assess their own learning 
against the learning outcome and success criteria. Response partners may be 
used in this way.  
 
Equality of Opportunity  
All pupils are entitled to have their work marked in accordance with this 
policy.  
 
SEN and Inclusion  



Effective feedback and marking must be accessible to all pupils and will 
reflect their individual needs and abilities 
 
Foundation stage  
In nursery and reception, the teachers focus on giving oral feedback to the 
children, or use stickers as an easy-to-understand visual assessment of the 
work. Staff also write comments on dated post-its as part of the process of 
gathering information for the Foundation Stage Profile. 
English assessment grids are used to assess non negotiables in  writing tasks. 
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