
Reception 
Wide World Autumn

Vocabulary
Respect, similar, different, natural, 

nocturnal, diurnal, hibernation, 
celebration, patterns, change, 

predator, prey, opposite

Books and Rhymes
The Gruffalo, Tidy, Say Hi to 
Hedgehogs, Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears, The Three Little Pigs, 
The Three Billy Goats Gruff, 
Hickory Dickory Dock, Incy Wincy
Spider, The Grand Old Duke of 
York, Twinkle Twinkle, Humpty 
Dumpty, Miss Polly had a Dolly

Curriculum Launch
Forest School day

Visits/Visitors
Forest walk

Church visit for Harvest

Parental Contribution
Woodland craft, outdoor sculptures, 

den building

Values
Resilience

Collaboration 

Celebrations
Harvest, Bonfire Night, Remembrance 
Sunday, Diwali, Hanukkah, Christmas

Understanding the World

We will find out about people in our 
community and the jobs they do.
We will visit a Forest and notice the 
environment and changes during 
Autumn.
We will identify trees in our Forest 
School.
We will learn about Nocturnal animals.
We will learn about Bonfire Night and 
how to stay safe .
We will reflect on Remembrance Sunday 
and begin to understand why this is 
important to people.
We will celebrate Diwali, Hanukkah and 
Christmas, and understand why some 
people do this every year.

Expressive Arts & Design

We will engage in pretend play, 
acting out familiar scenarios using 
props to help us introduce a narrative 
to our play.
We will explore colours and textures 
from the natural world.
We will mix paints and explore which 
colours we can make. We will use 
thick and thin paintbrushes to create 
different lines and explore printing 
with natural materials. 

Maths

We will learn all about the numbers 
to 5 to develop a deep 
understanding of each number and 
its composition. 
We will learn to subitise numbers to 
5. 
We will be able to recall number 
bonds to 5. 
We will explore 2D shapes and 
repeating patterns. 
We will also sequence events and 
look at the times of our day.

PSED

We will get to know our new 
classroom and school and understand 
the rules we need to follow. We will 
make new friends and develop 
positive relationships, taking turns and 
being aware of others feelings. We will 
learn about our feelings and how to 
deal with them. We will go to the toilet 
by ourselves and try to get dressed 
without much help.
We will share what makes us special 
and understand similarities and 
differences.

Communication & Language

We will listen to our friends and 
teacher in small groups and whole 
class time. We will respond by asking 
questions and making comments. We 
will try to use the past tense when 
sharing our weekend news with 
others. We will try to use full 
sentences when expressing our ideas.

Physical Development
.

We will learn how to negotiate space 
in the outdoor area and move 
around objects. We will begin to be 
aware of others whilst we are 
running. During PE we will develop 
our strength and balance and move 
in lots of different ways. We will try 
to use our knife and fork correctly 
whilst in the dinner hall. When 
holding a pencil, we will try to use the 
tripod grip and take care when we 
are drawing.

Literacy

We will retell stories, describe what 
has happened and anticipate key 
events.
We will use newly introduced 
vocabulary appropriately. We will 
begin to learn how to read and write 
through phonics lessons, focusing on 
phase 1 and phase 2. 
By the end of autumn we will have 
learnt  a sound for each letter of the 
alphabet. 
We will write labels using our phonic 
knowledge. 
We will be able to write our names in 
cursive handwriting and form most 
letters of the alphabet.

Assessment
Pre and Post Questions

Is there such thing as a Gruffalo?
Why did the mouse make up the 
Gruffalo?
How would you describe each 
character?
What is a predator?
What is prey?
What is an opposite?
What do nocturnal and diurnal 
mean?


