
Reception Termly Curriculum Planner 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Launch Day
Forest School Day Create a school garden/visit a garden centre Africa Day – dancing, food tasting, art-work, 

music

Parent 

contributions

Woodland craft, outdoor sculptures, den building Create bird feeders and mini-beast hotels D&T building of African drums and other 

instruments

Visits
Forest walk/Gruffalo trail Cannock Chase

Church visit for Harvest

Visit a farm

Vet visit in school

African drumming and dancing/Zoo visit

Celebrations
Harvest, Bonfire Night, Remembrance Sunday, 

Diwali, Hanukkah, Christmas

New Year, Chinese New Year, Easter, Holi festival, 

Mother’s Day

St George’s Day, Father’s Day, the Queen’s 

birthday, Eid Al-Fitr

Values
Resilience

Collaboration

Exploration

Exploration

Creativity 

Respect,

Collaboration

Creativity

Vocabulary
Respect, similar, different, natural, nocturnal, 

diurnal, hibernation, celebration, patterns, 

change, predator, prey, opposite

Change, season, bravery, kindness, courage, life 

cycle, tradition, celebration, culture, festival, mini-

beast, sowing, planting

Culture, tradition, foreign, travel, similarity, 

difference, season, habitat, weather, climate, tribe, 

colour, patterns, animal names.

Books
The Gruffalo, Tidy, Say Hi to Hedgehogs, 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears, The Three Little 

Pigs, The Three Billy Goats Gruff, Hickory 

Dickory Dock, Incy Wincy Spider, The Grand Old 

Duke of York, Twinkle Twinkle, Humpty Dumpty, 

Miss Polly had a Dolly

The Hungry Caterpillar, Oliver’s Vegetables, The 

Tiny Seed, The Ugly Duckling, Jack and the 

Beanstalk, The Little Red Hen, Baa Baa Black 

Sheep, Wind the Bobbin Up, Five little speckled 

frogs, Row row row your boat, Wheels on the Bus, 

Five currant buns

Handa’s Surprise, We’re Going on a Lion Hunt, 

The Little Red Hen, The Enormous Turnip, Teddy 

bear Teddy bear, Pat a cake, Tommy Thumb

Assessment 

Questions

Is there such thing as a Gruffalo?

Why did the mouse make up the Gruffalo?

How would you describe each character?

What is a predator?

What is prey?

What is an opposite?

What do nocturnal and diurnal mean?

What would you like to be when you grow up?

What season are we in? How do you know?

How does the life cycle of a human begin?

What are baby chickens called?

What traditions do you follow every year?

Why do some people celebrate Easter every year?

What is your address?

Where is Africa on our world map?

What is the same about England and Africa?

What is different?

Why would you wear those clothes for a hot/cold 

country?

Do you like this foreign food?

What words can you use to describe it?



Communication and Language

In Reception the children will learn to:

Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important. Learn new vocabulary and use new vocabulary 

through the day. Ask questions to find out more and to check they understand what has been said to them. Articulate 

their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences. Connect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives. 

Describe events in some detail. Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities, and to explain 

how things work and why they might happen. Develop social phrases (good morning, how are you). Engage in story 

times. Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding. Retell the story, once they have developed a 

deep familiarity with the text; some as exact repetition and some in their own words. Use new vocabulary in different 

contexts. Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. Learn rhymes, poems and songs. 

Engage in non-fiction books. Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new 

knowledge and vocabulary.

Observational Checkpoint (ELG): 

Communication and Language ELG: Listening, Attention and Understanding Children at the expected level of 

development will: - Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions 

when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions; - Make comments about what they 

have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding; - Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth 

exchanges with their teacher and peers. ELG: Speaking Children at the expected level of development will: - Participate in 

small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary; - Offer 

explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, 

rhymes and poems when appropriate; - Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, 

including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modeling and support from their 

teacher. 



Daily story times and sharing books 

throughout the provision, access to 

reading materials both indoors and 

outdoors. 

Small world play indoors and outdoors. 

How we will 

do this in 

Reception at 

Manor Hill

High quality picture books (Pie Corbett’s 

reading spine, topic based books, 

information books, mathematical themed 

books, cultural and diverse texts). 

Use of Core books (Dandelion Readers)

Active listening promoted- carpet sessions, 

show and tell, circle times. 

Extending children’s vocabulary and 

explaining meaning of unfamiliar words in 

various contexts. 

Modelling language, expanding phrases 

and repeated grammar back to a child in 

the correct way. 

Expectations set high- speaking in full 

sentences, using questioning and 

narrating. 

Helicopter stories- children making up 

their own stories using what they know. 

Expanding and improving these 

throughout the year. 

Forest schools weekly sessions. 

Reading areas both indoors and 

outdoors. 

Literacy display- working and 

progressive. 

Home news shared- Learning Book. 

Adult’s will support and model 

conversation skills in child initiated 

activities. 

Talk for writing- learning songs, stories 

and poems and reciting them, drawing 

them and eventually writing them. 

Communication and Language



Personal Social and Emotional Development

In Reception the children will learn to:

See themselves as a valuable individual. Build constructive and respectful relationships. Express their feelings and consider

the feelings of others. Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge. Identify and moderate their own feelings 

socially and emotionally. Think about the perspectives of others. Manage their own needs. 

Observational Checkpoint (ELG):

ELG: Self-Regulation Children at the expected level of development will: - Show an understanding of their own feelings and 

those of others, and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly; - Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait 

for what they want and control their immediate impulses when appropriate; - Give focused attention to what the teacher 

says, responding appropriately even when engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving several 

ideas or actions. 

ELG: Managing Self Children at the expected level of development will: - Be confident to try new activities and show 

independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge; - Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong 

and try to behave accordingly; - Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet 

and understanding the importance of healthy food choices. 

ELG: Building Relationships Children at the expected level of development will: - Work and play cooperatively and take 

turns with others; - Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers; - Show sensitivity to their own and to 

others’ needs. 



Free choice child initiated play in 

outdoor and indoor provision as 

well as adult directed learning. 

Finding out about each others 

families and home life- show and 

tell, Learning book Home section. 

Good hygiene practice- hand 

washing, toileting etc. Discussion 

around this at relevant times e.g. 

snack times and lunch times. 

Circle times, positive reinforcement,

strategies introduced and discussed 

for dealing with our feelings. 

High expectations of manners-

consistent and constant modelling. 

Expectations of morning greetings. 

Adults model co-operative and 

positive play. Strategies for dealing 

with situations e.g. sharing.  

Take part in activities such as yoga 

to support mindfulness. 

Forest schools weekly sessions-

supporting risk/resilience and 

challenge as well as supporting well 

being and mental health  

Opportunities for children to take 

responsibility- tidy up times, special 

helpers. Incentive through positive 

reinforcement. 

Clear rules around ‘safety’ when 

accessing risky play in outdoors, 

forest schools etc. 

Clear boundaries and teaching 

understanding of both school and 

classroom rules as well as rules in 

Forest School and extra curricular 

activities- PE, trips etc. 

Promote healthy eating and 

choices through snack times, lunch 

times and circle times/adult lead 

activities and in the provision e.g. 

shop role-play. 

How we will 

do this in 

Reception at 

Manor Hill

Personal Social and Emotional Development



Physical Development

In Reception the children will learn to:

Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already acquired: - rolling - crawling - walking - jumping -

running - hopping - skipping – climbing. Progress towards a more fluent style of moving, with developing control and 

grace. Develop the overall body strength, co-ordination, balance and agility needed to engage successfully with future 

physical education sessions and other physical disciplines including dance, gymnastics, sport and swimming. Develop their 

small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for 

drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks and spoons. Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good 

posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor. Combine different movements with ease and fluency. Confidently and 

safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and outside, alone and in a group. Develop overall body-strength, 

balance, co-ordination and agility. Further develop and refine a range of ball skills including: throwing, catching, kicking, 

passing, batting, and aiming. Develop confidence, competence, precision and accuracy when engaging in activities that 

involve a ball. Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient. Know and talk about the

different factors that support their overall health and wellbeing: - regular physical activity - healthy eating – tooth 

brushing - sensible amounts of ‘screen time’ - having a good sleep routine - being a safe pedestrian . Further develop the 

skills they need to manage the school day successfully: - lining up and queuing - mealtimes - personal hygiene

Observational Checkpoint (ELG):

ELG: Gross Motor Skills Children at the expected level of development will: - Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with 

consideration for themselves and others; - Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing; - Move 

energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing. 

ELG: Fine Motor Skills Children at the expected level of development will: - Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent

writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases; - Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery; 

- Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 



Develop gross motor skills through 

provision- e.g. large construction- planks, 

crates etc.  easels, black boards, chalking 

on the floor. 

Weekly sessions of Forest schools,  and PE, 

access to PD large equipment daily in 

provision and at play/lunch times. 

Focus on supporting all areas of health and 

wellbeing  in adult led activities throughout 

the year- informing parents by sending 

home supporting activities. 

Independent hygiene practise encouraged-

toileting, hand washing/sanitizing. 

Opportunities to develop motor skills- write dance, 

dough disco, cosmic kids yoga, PE, provision based 

PD activities- threading, play dough, woodwork, 

pin boards etc. 

Large outdoor space and field- tyre walk, 

climbing frame, use of scooters and bikes 

on track, balancing equipment. 

Floor space indoor and outdoor to dance, 

move in various ways and  mark making 

and hand writing in different areas of the 

classroom- indoors and outdoors.  

Providing healthy snacks for children 

access freely and make healthy choices. 

Mark making materials readily available-

child choice indoors and outdoors. 

Role play to support healthy eating 

(café/kitchen), dental health (dentists). 

Regular handwriting activities appropriate 

for the time of year- pencil control, mark 

making, drawing, letter formation, phrases 

and sentence work. 

Large outdoor space and field- tyre walk, 

climbing frame, use of scooters and bikes 

on track, balancing equipment. 

Messy play to support motor skills- sand, 

water, mud and other messy play 

opportunities- e.g. gloop, jelly baff etc. 

Modelling and support for one handed 

tools- pegs, scissors, pencils, hammers etc. 

How we will 

do this in 

Reception at 

Manor Hill

Physical Development



Literacy Development

In Reception the children will learn to:

Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them. Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made 

up of known letter– sound correspondences. Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for 

them. Read a few common exception words matched to the school’s phonic program. Read simple phrases and sentences 

made up of words with known letter–sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception words. Re-read 

these books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment.  Form 

lower case and capital letters correctly. Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s. 

Write short sentences with words with known sound-letter correspondences using a capital letter and full stop. Re-read 

what they have written to check that it makes sense. 

Observational Checkpoint (ELG): 

ELG: Comprehension Children at the expected level of development will: - Demonstrate understanding of what has been 

read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary; - Anticipate –

where appropriate – key events in stories; - Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about 

stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play. 

ELG: Word Reading Children at the expected level of development will: - Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at 

least 10 digraphs; - Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending; - Read aloud simple sentences 

and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words. 

ELG: Writing Children at the expected level of development will: - Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly 

formed; - Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters; - Write simple 

phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 



Phonics display in the classroom-

added to and ‘working’ to support 

the children’s learning at the time.

Mark making opportunities suited to 

the children throughout the year- e.g.

clipboards, post it notes, labels, paper, 

chalk, water painting etc. 

Adults modelling writing in the 

provision by list writing, drawing, 

scribing. Adult’s model cross curricular 

writing throughout the curriculum-

writing instructions for construction, 

lists for mud kitchen potions. 

Daily story /singing/rhyme session. 

Access to stories, rhymes, listening 

station to play story CD’s and nursery 

rhymes to listen to. 

Aid’s for writing readily available-

’toolkits’ phoneme mats, tricky word 

mats, displays, whiteboards and 

pens, phoneme frames. 

Adults allow children to become 

confident writers by giving the 

opportunity to write for a purpose. 

Regular focused adult led reading 

and writing carpet sessions suited to 

the children's needs throughout the 

year. 

Diverse range of picture books, non-

fiction and other reading materials 

throughout the year. 

Adult modelling of spelling and 

sounding when playing and 

accessing the classroom. 

Parent information opportunities-

stay and play sessions and invited to 

‘phonics party’ in Autumn term-

showcase learning in school and 

gain support from home. 

Daily adult led Phonics sessions 

explicitly teaching phonics 

systematically through letters and 

sounds and using Dandelion 

readers to apply and practice 

phonics skills. 

Dandelion readers and reading eggs 

for home readers to support phonics 

taught daily in school- suited to 

stage and phase of phonics. 

Talk for writing- learning songs, 

stories and poems and reciting them, 

drawing them and eventually writing 

them. 

Exposure to print- REAL focus as 

whole school approach. 

How we will 

do this in 

Reception at 

Manor Hill

Literacy Development



Mathematical Development

In Reception the children will learn to:

Count objects, actions and sounds. Subitise. Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal number value. Count 

beyond ten. Compare numbers. Understand the ‘one more than/one less than’ relationship between consecutive numbers. 

Explore the composition of numbers to 10. Automatically recall number bonds for numbers 0–10. Select, rotate and 

manipulate shapes in order to develop spatial reasoning skills. Compose and decompose shapes so that children 

recognise a shape can have other shapes within it, just as numbers can. Continue, copy and create repeating patterns. 

Compare length, weight and capacity. 

Observational Checkpoint (ELG): 

ELG: Number Children at the expected level of development will: - Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including 

the composition of each number; 14 - Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5; - Automatically recall 

(without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some 

number bonds to 10, including double facts. 

ELG: Numerical Patterns Children at the expected level of development will: - Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the 

pattern of the counting system; - Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is 

greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity; - Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, 

including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally. 



Extensive equipment and resources 

available to use in everyday Maths in 

the provision. 

Variety of patterns used/displayed 

throughout the year e.g. cultural 

religious festivals  such as Rangoli in 

Hinduism. 

Obstacle courses, treasure hunts, clues 

etc. used in teaching opportunities to 

support positional language. 

Number blocks videos and materials 

used to support the teaching of 

Mathematics- child friendly and 

relatable.  

Aid’s for Maths readily available-

number lines, numeral cards, 

counting objects, 10 frames, 

numicon. 

Games accessible in provision-

snakes and ladders, dice, bean bags, 

skittles etc. Gives the opportunity to 

apply maths in play. 

Picture books carefully chosen to 

support mathematical teaching.  

Using Maths in a cross-curricular 

way- providing counting 

opportunities through play. 

Adult led directed  maths carpet 

sessions to support the teaching of 

maths- using White Rose planning 

system- progressive steps 

throughout the year. 

Access to free play activities to 

support shape and number- blocks, 

multi links, ten frames, beads, unfix 

cubes, 2D and 3D shapes. 

Counting and number skills modelled 

in daily routines- singing number 

songs, counting how many children, 

snack etc. 

Maths display- progressive 

throughout the term and ‘working’-

so continuously added to. 

Parent information opportunities-

stay and play sessions and invited to 

‘Magic Maths workshop’ in Autumn 

term- showcase learning in school 

and gain support from home. 

How we will 

do this in 

Reception at 

Manor Hill

Mathematical Development



Understanding of the World  Development

In Reception the children will learn to:

Talk about members of their immediate family and community. Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 

Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures 

from the past. Draw information from a simple map. Understand that some places are special to members of their 

community. Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways. Recognise some 

similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries. Explore the natural world around them.

Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which 

they live. Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them. 

Observational Checkpoint (ELG):

ELG: Past and Present Children at the expected level of development will: - Talk about the lives of the people around them 

and their roles in society; - Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their 

experiences and what has been read in class; - Understand the past through settings, characters and events 

encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

ELG: People, Culture and Communities Children at the expected level of development will: - Describe their immediate 

environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps; - Know some similarities 

and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and 

what has been read in class; - Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other 

countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps. 

ELG: The Natural World Children at the expected level of development will: - Explore the natural world around them, 

making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants; know some similarities and differences between the 

natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in 

class; - Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and 

changing states of matter. 



Forest schools weekly sessions to 

explore the world around us 

including seasons, environment 

and understanding and 

knowledge  of wildlife. 

Learn about job roles through role 

play opportunities as well as visits 

from professionals (e.g. dental 

nurse/vet/police) and also outside 

visits e.g. visiting a garden 

Centre/farm 

Opportunities to understand 

religious  festivals by celebrating 

these in school and looking at our 

own traditions in comparison to 

others. 

Explore mechanical  and 

electronic equipment through 

technology in the provision- wind 

up toys, beebots, remote control 

cars, IWB, I pads. 

Past and present learning-

looking at old photographs and 

toys and comparing them to 

what we have now. Key texts to 

support this. Explore homes, 

school, local building or transport 

from the past. 

Non-fiction books accessible in 

provision- carefully selected to 

support learning about the natural 

world. 

Using maps , books from around 

the world and non fiction books. 

Learning about contrasting areas 

locally and world wide. 

Using our senses to explore the 

outdoors- e.g. cooking on the fire, 

herb garden, comparing plants 

and caring for wild creatures

Mixture of natural and man made 

materials to sort/compare. 

Natural items in provision for 

children to explore and converse 

about- pine cones, rocks, shells, 

twigs, wooden log slices, corks 

etc. 

Experiment opportunities- floating 

and sinking, planting and growing, 

freezing and heating/cooking. 

How we will 

do this in 

Reception at 

Manor Hill

Understanding of the World  Development



Expressive Arts and Design Development

In Reception the children will learn to:

Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. Return to and build on their 

previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them. Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, 

resources and skills. Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses. Watch 

and talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses. Sing in a group or on their own, 

increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody.  Develop storylines in their pretend play. Explore and engage 

in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups. 

Observational Checkpoint (ELG):ELG:

ELG: Creating with Materials Children at the expected level of development will: - Safely use and explore a variety of 

materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function; - Share their creations, 

explaining the process they have used; - Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives 

and stories. 

ELG: Being Imaginative and Expressive Children at the expected level of development will: - Invent, adapt and recount 

narratives and stories with peers and their teacher; - Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs; Perform 

songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try to move in time with music. 



Puppets, small world animals, people 

and objects  to create 

narratives/stories and act out. 

Opportunities to see a show e.g. African 

drumming, Christmas pantomime. Put 

on own whole class performances e.g. 

class assemblies/Christmas nativity. 

Free choice art work alongside directed 

art adult lead activities to  learn about 

specific artists and skills. 

Opportunity to sculpt using dough 

and clay. Opportunities to use textiles 

and materials. 

Variety of music and songs in cross-

curricular way e.g. cultural music, 

music used in movement such as PE 

or Write Dance. 

Picture books to support Art- Mix it up 

Herve Tullet, Colour Monster. 

Creation station- junk modelling, 

paint, collage materials, glue, tape, 

scissors etc. accessible in provision.  

Use of tools and materials in forest 

schools and outdoor areas- whittling, 

hammering, shelter building. 

Helicopter stories – perform and act 

out stories children have made up. 

Materials and clothing for role play 

and dressing up accessible in 

provision. 

Daily singing nursery rhymes and 

songs. 

Direct Adult-led music teaching 

(using Churanga scheme of work)

Range of instruments and noise 

making provision. 

Listening station- CD’s, music and 

dance opportunities. 

Talk for writing- learning songs, 

stories and poems and reciting them, 

drawing them and eventually writing 

them. 

How we will 

do this in 

Reception at 

Manor Hill

Expressive Arts and Design Development


