
History Curriculum

Autumn Term 

Year 2

The Victorians 



Prior Knowledge

I know that the past can mean different periods of history.

I know that toys have changed over time.

I know that the way houses were made changed after the Great 

Fire of London. 

I know Neil Armstrong was a significant person from the past. 



Autumn Term

Learning Sequence 

1. Why is the period known as the 

Victorian Period? 

LO.  Why is the period known as the Victorian Period.

Pre requisite – Recap about different periods of history –when we look at periods of 

history they happened at different times. Queen Victoria was born 153 years after the 

Great Fire of London happened (1666 – 1819)

Tea party to celebrate the birth of Victorian. – Curriculum launch.



Learning Sequence 

2 When was Queen Victoria born?

Why was Queen Victoria an important 

person?

LO.  When and how long ago was Queen Victoria born? 

Pre requisite – What does today mean? What does the past mean? When did Neil 

Armstrong walk on the moon?

Prior Learning – What were we celebrating last lesson?

1. When and how long ago was Queen Victoria born?

Key date – add to timeline on working wall – 24
th

May 1819 – Queen Victoria was born. 

Pupils work in a small group - Pupils given a cube/counter for every 5 years they travel 

back in history - travel back to the year they were born – 1 cubes/counters. 

Travel back to when teacher was born – Pupils given _____  more cubes/counters.

Travel back to when Queen Victoria was born – 1819 – 203 years ago = 40 

counters/cubes!

(take away cubes/counters already given to pupils). 

Pupils set cubes/counters up in a line – to represent a time line i.e. – pupils put post it 

notes on timeline i.e. star with today then after 1 cube counter – when I was born, after 

___ cubes/counters when my teacher was born, after 40 cubes/counters when Queen 

Victoria was born. 

Pupils add an important date from the space race to their cube/counter timeline – 1969 –

when Neil Armstrong walked on the moon.(10 cubes/counters away from today).

2. Pupils use non-fiction books (in school) to research facts about Queen Victoria’s early 

life and write a simple fact sheet. 



Learning Sequence 

3. What were Victorian houses like?
LO.  To know what Victorian houses were like.

Pre requisite – How did they way houses were built change after the great fire of 

London? Why? 

Prior Learning – When was Queen Victoria born?

Explore ppt slides about Victorian houses. 

Drama –pupils become estate agents in the Victorian period and need to try and sell a 

house to a customer. Pupils need to be able to explain what the kitchen, bathroom and 

bedroom are like. 



Learning Sequence 

4&5 What was life like for children at the 

time?

LO.  To know what life was like for children in Victorian times. 

Prior Learning - What were Victorian houses like?

Explore what a Victorian work house was like – explain why children would have lived in 

a work house.

Discuss children at work in the Victorian period ppt slides and pupils explore pictures of 

Victorian children’s jobs.

What do the children look like? How would they have felt? Which job would they have 

preferred? Why?

Pupils put into mixed ability groups so that they can explore a specific job in more detail. 

Pupils become either a

• Chimney sweep

• Maid

• Mill worker.

Pupils use ppt slides to learn about their given job. Pupils will tell a pupil from a different 

group (with a different job) about their job. 

Pupils draw a scene to show a typical workplace for a Victorian child. 

Pupils write a simple fact sheet about Victorian children’s work and compare their lives to 

the lives of children in Victorian times. 

Would pupils have liked to have lived during the Victorian period? Why? 



Learning Sequence 

6. What toys did Victorian children play 

with?

LO.  To know what toys were like in Victorian tims.

Pre requisite – What toys did my parents play with? What toys did my grandparents play 

with?

Prior Learning – What was life like for poor children in Victorian times?

Pupils explore toys that the Victorian children played with.

Pupils have already looked at electronic toys, board games and teddy bears that their 

parents and grandparents played with. Focus on these areas and compare the toys from 

the three different periods.

Electronic toys were not around in the Victorian period. Teddy bears were not invented 

until 1902. The Victorians did play board games.

Pupils explore replica Victorian snakes and ladders game.

Pupils write a statement to say the Victorians did not have electronic toys or teddy bears. 

Pupils use a simple table to compare snakes and ladders from Victorian times with the 

snakes and ladders that they play today. Pupils need to learn that the gameplay was the 

same but the materials that the board /counters were made from were different. 



Learning Sequence 

7. When was Victoria crowned Queen?

What changes did she make?

What impact did she have?

LO.  To know when Queen Victoria was crowned Queen. To know what changes she 

made and what impact she had after she was crowned. 

Prior Learning – What was life like for children at the time that Queen Victoria was 

crowned Queen?

Key date – add to timeline on working wall – 20
th

June 1837 –Queen Victoria is crowned 

Queen. 

Pupils explore non-fiction books and fact pages to answer these key questions;

Pupils also use “changes for the better” ppt slide.

How many years did she reign?

What changes did she make?

How did she reform the government?

Pupils need to know – Queen Victoria reigned for 64 years. She got the government to 

change laws that helped children. She made changes so that children under 10 did not 

work in mines and so that children under 10 could not be chimney sweeps. 



Learning Sequence 

8. All about the Education Act 1870
LO.  To compare school life in 1870 to school life today.

Prior Learning- What changes did Queen Victoria make that made children’s lives better?

Key date – 1870 – The Education act. Add date to timeline on working wall.

Pupils work in mixed ability pairs to match facts to pictures exploring what Victorian 

schools were like.

Pupils use worksheet to compare the differences between present day schools and 

Victorian schools.



Learning Sequence 

8. Assessment



Knowledge

The Victorian period is named after Queen Victoria who reigned over Britain and a world Empire from her coronation in 1837 to her death in 1901 

– 64 years. 

Life in Victorian England was very different to today. Because so many people moved to towns and cities to work in factories, lots of new houses 

were needed during Victorian times. Rows and rows of back-to-back terraced houses were built. These houses were very small, with two rooms 

downstairs and two rooms upstairs. 

When Queen Victoria became queen not all children could go to school.

I know what a Workhouse was and what it was like there.

Queen Victoria passed the education act in 1870 that meant education was compulsory for all children aged 5-10. Victorian schools were very 

different to school today.

Victorian children could not play with electronic toys and didn’t have teddy bears but they did play board games like snakes and ladders. 

Year 2

Vocabulary

Queen

Royal Family

House

Period

Era

Toys

Specific Vocabulary

Poverty: people living in poverty do not have enough money to feed or clothe themselves. 

Hygiene: cleanliness needed to keep healthy. 

Government: people chosen by the country to pass laws and run the country. 

Board school: school set up by the Board of Education using money given by the government. 

Ragged School: a school set up to teach poor children 

Workhouse: places set up by the government where poor people with no money could go and be given a bed, food and 

work. Many had very harsh rules. 

Terraced house - a house built as part of a continuous row in a uniform style.

Chronology

24
th

May 1819- Queen Victoria is 

Born

20
th

June 1837 Queen Victoria 

becomes Queen 

1870 The Education Act

22
nd

January 1901 Queen Victoria 

dies 



History Curriculum

Summer Term Year 2

Josiah Wedgwood



Prior Knowledge

• I know that:

I know that the past can mean different periods of history.

I know that workers were treated poorly in Victorian times. 

I have already studied significant individuals in different 

historical periods; Queen Victoria and Neil Armstrong.



Summer Term

Learning Sequence 

1. Why did the Pottery industry start in 

Stoke on Trent?

LO.  To understand why the pottery industry started in Stoke on Trent. 

Prior Learning – What does the past mean? What periods of history have I learnt about?

What is Stoke on Trent famous for?  Discuss that Stoke on Trent is famous for pottery. 

Explain what pottery is. 

Why did the pottery industry start in Stoke on Trent?  Stoke on Trent was a good place to 

make pottery because  the main materials needed to make pottery were here. i.e. 

because of the local availability of clay, lead and coal.

Pupils make a simple come to Stoke to make pottery poster – advertising the advantages 

of making pottery in Stoke on Trent. 



Learning Sequence 

2. All about Josiah Wedgwood.
LO.  To know why Josiah Wedgwood was an important person. 

Prior Learning – Why was Stoke on Trent a good place to make pottery?

Pupils use differentiated fact file to learn about Josiah Wedgwood. 

Key dates the pupils must learn

1759 – Josiah Wedgwood sets up his own pottery works

1774 – The first appearance of  Wedgwood’s Jasper ware

Add dates to timeline on working wall. 

Pupils write their own facts, using mind map, about Josiah Wedgwood. 

Key dates/ questions to include in fact file;

1759 – Josiah Wedgwood sets up his own pottery works

1774 – The first appearance of  Wedgwood’s Jasper ware

What was his most successful creation and when was it first made? 

When was Josiah Wedgwood born? 

When did Josiah set up his own pottery works? 



Learning Sequence 

3. What did famous pottery from our local 

area look like?

When was it made?

LO.  To know what some famous pottery made in Stoke looked like. To  know when 

Jasper ware was first made. 

Prior Learning – Why was Josiah Wedgwood an important person? 

Key date – 1774 - Jasper ware  first made  

Pupils explore pictures of jasper ware (in particular Wedgwood blue). Do they like the 

pottery? Why? Why not?

Why do they think it was Josiah Wedgwood’s most successful pottery?

Class mind map to generate ideas (it looks  fancy. The blue and white are nice colours. It 

looks expensive. It would impress people. It looks good quality)

Pupils create dragons den style pitch to say what was so good about Wedgewood’s 

Jasper ware.

Pupils write down what they are going to say in “the den.” Pupils need to focus on the 

features of the potter. 

Pupils become dragons/pitchers in turn. Would they have invested!?



Learning Sequence 

4. How was the pottery made?
LO.  To know how pottery was made when Wedgwood  first started making pottery. 

Prior Learning – What was Wedgwood’s most successful pottery called? When was it 

first made?

How do the pupils think that the pottery was made?

Why was Stoke on Trent a good place to make pottery?

Pupils watch video - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5cCm7j_2Ks

Discuss different stages of production with pupils. 

Pupils sequence instructions to make pottery. Pupils cut and order the instructions in 

resources (they are in the correct order in resources)

1. Shape the clay using a potters wheel. Use your hands and different tools to shape the 

clay. 

2. Use a mould and clay to make the figures separately. 

3. Ornamenting – place the figures onto a piece. Once placed on they cannot be moved!

4. Let the piece dry for 2-3 days

5. Pate sure Pate (paste on paste) – a design created on an unfired piece. 

6. Fire the piece

7. Decorate the piece – paint – enamelling. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R5cCm7j_2Ks


Learning Sequence 

5. The child workers of the pottery 

industry. 

LO.  To understand what it was like to work in the pottery industry.

Prior Learning – What was life like for children working during the Victorian Era?

Teacher in role – Pottery Factory Owner! 

Pupils have a go at some of the different jobs they would have been given if they worked 

in the pottery industry. 

A thrower, forming pots on the wheel, required three helpers – one to turn the wheel 

(pupils turn a wheel continuously) one to prepare the clay and cut it into balls of the right 

size wheel (pupils prepare/shape clay/play doh continuously) and one to carry away the 

finished wares to the stove where they would dry (pupils carry plastic plates/cups 

continuously).  Pupils encouraged to think about what it would be like to do this for hours 

on end every day. 

A ‘mould-runner’ was deemed the hardest job in the factory.

Little boys of eight or nine would take two heavy plaster moulds, each with a damp clay 

plate on it; and run with them out of the workshop to the drying stove, place the moulds 

on the shelves, pick up two dried plates on their moulds and run back with them for 12-14 

hours a day. (Pupils carry something heavy drop it off and take something back 

continuously) Pupils encouraged to think about what it would be like to do this for hours 

on end every day.

Where the pottery was decorated with printed designs young girls were employed to cut 

the patterns out from the sheets of paper before the transferer applied them to the pots.

This work was tiring, as the children stood all day and had to be both quick at cutting out 

and accurate if they were not to spoil the design. (Pupils cut out a design – given a large 

number to do and must stand up whilst doing it). Pupils encouraged to think about what it 

would be like to do this for hours on end every day.

In other workshops children painted dozens of teacups or plates. They would have a 

pattern to copy in front of them and would repeat border designs or floral sprigs on 

hundreds of pieces per week. (Best job – pupils paint a simple design onto paper plates –

given a large number to complete. Can sit down. Pupils encouraged to think about what it 

would be like to do this for hours on end every day.

Pupils told about long hours as well as given unrealistic expectations to complete by the 

end of their go. Pupils informed of what would have happened if they did not meet these 

expectations.

Pupils compare how children worked in the pottery industry to what they learnt about 



Learning Sequence 

6. All about Clarice Cliff.
LO.  To understand why Clarice Cliff is another important person from the local area. 

Prior Learning – What jobs might a child do if they had worked in a pottery factory?

Key Fact/Date - Clarice Cliff was born in 1899 in Stoke-on-Trent. Add date to timeline on 

working wall. 

Pupils complete a design in the style of Clarice Cliff. Pupils make sure they are using 

bright colours and shapes. Pupils annotate with facts about her. 

Key facts for all pupils;

Clarice Cliff was born in 1899 in Stoke-on-Trent.

Clarice is considered to be an incredibly successful woman of her time.

Clarice was given her own studio in 1927.

Clarice developed a new design for pottery called Bizarre. 

It was unlike anything that had been seen before. It was made up of bright colours and 

shapes. 

Pupils can use the fact sheets in resources to add extra facts to their Clarice Cliff designs.



Learning Sequence 

7. Wedgwood Today
LO.  To understand how Wedgwood pottery is made today.

Prior Learning – Who was Clarice Cliff?

Trip to the world of Wedgwood so that pupils can learn how Wedgwood Pottery is made 

today. 



Learning Sequence 

8. Assessment



Knowledge

The pottery industry started in Stoke on Trent because the main materials to make pottery could be found 

there. 

Josiah Wedgewood was a very powerful  and famous potter.

Jasper ware or Wedgwood Blue was Wedgwood’s most successful pottery. 

Pottery is made from clay that is shaped, decorated and fired.

Children used to work in Pottery factories in Stoke on Trent. They were not treated fairly, would work very 

long hours and do difficult jobs.

Clarice Cliff was a  successful ceramic artist who was from Stoke on Trent. Her pottery is still popular today 

and she developed a new design for pottery called bizarre.

Wedgwood pottery is still made and sold today. 

Year 2

Vocabulary

Clay

Coal

Lead

Figures

Decorate

Print

Designs

Pattern

Specific Vocabulary

Jasper ware /Wedgwood Blue– a type of pottery first developed by Josiah 

Wedgwood. It is produced in a number of different colours but the best known 

pieces are pale blue (also known as Wedgwood blue). 

Pottery - Pots, dishes and other items made from ‘fired’ clay

Potter – Someone who makes the pots and dishes. 

Factory – A building where goods are made. 

Ceramic artist – A person who works with pottery to create different items.

Fired – to bake or dry in a kiln.

Bottle Kiln - Bottle kilns, which are the shape of bottles, were used to ‘fire’ the 

pottery.

Shaped – give something a particular shape or form. 

Mould – a hollow container used to give shape to a material when it cools or hardens

Bizarre – A pottery design made by Clarice Cliff.

Chronology

1730 – Josiah Wedgwood was born

1759 – Josiah Wedgwood sets up his own pottery works

1774 – The first appearance of  Wedgwood’s Jasper 

ware

1899 - Clarice Cliff was born.

1927 – Clarice Cliff is given her own studio. 



Assessment 

What could be found in Stoke on Trent that made it a good place to make pottery?

________________________________________________________________________________

__________

What does this picture show?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Children used to work in pottery factories in Stoke on Trent. Tick the correct statements;

__ they worked long hours          ___they got paid a lot of money        ___they did difficult jobs



Assessment 

Name a famous person from Stoke on Trent who worked in the pottery industry. 

________________________________________________________________________________

____________

Match the person with their pottery design

Josiah Wedgwood                                                                                               Bizarre pottery

Clarice Cliff                                                                                                         Jasper ware.



Resources – Lesson 1. 



Resources – Lesson 2. 

Josiah Wedgwood Fact File HA



Resources – Lesson 2. 

Josiah Wedgwood Fact File MA



Resources – Lesson 2. 

Josiah Wedgwood Fact File LA



Resources – Lesson 2. 



Resources – Lesson 2. 

Teacher notes

The origin of Etruria –

This name merits individual entry because of its unusual, and possibly unique, origins. Etruria is a 
comparatively modern name, under 250 years old. Josiah Wedgwood's house, built here in 1760, 
was named Etruria Hall, taken from an ancient region of Italy, roughly modern Tuscany, where 
superb artistic statues, pottery and friezes were uncovered dating from the 8th century BC. 
Wedgwood's designs were based on these findings and, quite understandably, he adopted the 
name. When the village for his work-force was erected it also took the name of Etruria. As a 
purpose-built town it is no surprise that one public house is known as the Rendezvous, an 
invitation to all.



Resources – Lesson 3. 

Jasperware vase and cover, Wedgwood, about 1790

Typical "Wedgwood blue" jasperware (stoneware) plate 

with white sprigged reliefs.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wedgwood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jasperware
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stoneware
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sprigging_(pottery)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Relief


Resources – Lesson 3. 



Resources – Lesson 3. 



Resources – Lesson 3. 



Resources – Lesson 4. 



Resources – Lesson 4. 



Resources – Lesson 4. 



Resources – Lesson 4. 



Resources – Lesson 5. 

https://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/news/history/pottry-
industrial-children-work-staffordshire-3708768



Resources – Lesson 5-teacher notes 

There was an extensive use of children in the pottery industry, in some cases from the age of six, working long hours in 
appalling conditions.

A report of the 1840s had a lot to say about how children were treated. It was reported that the employers of the day saw 
nothing wrong in children working a 72-hour week at eight or 10 years of age.
As a consequence, their health, growth and education suffered badly.
Indeed, most children commenced work in the pottery trade sometimes as young as five or six – as a necessity for family 
survival or else to be condemned to the workhouse.
Children were used as cheap, unskilled labour to fetch and carry, prepare raw materials and to provide power for the few 
machines that the potters used.
On reaching the age of 14 most children were apprenticed to a trade – thrower, presser, transferer or paintress.

Large numbers were employed at the ‘clay end’ of the factory, helping to shape and fire the ware.
A thrower, forming pots on the wheel, required three helpers – one to turn the wheel, one to prepare the clay and cut it 
into balls of the right size and one to carry away the finished wares to the stove where they would dry.
A plate-maker or presser also required three helpers – a ‘jigger-turner’, a ‘batter-out’ who prepared the clay and a ‘mould-
runner’ which was deemed the hardest job in the factory.
Little boys of eight or nine would take two heavy plaster moulds, each with a damp clay plate on it; and run with them out 
of the workshop to the drying stove, place the moulds on the shelves, pick up two dried plates on their moulds and run 
back with them for 12-14 hours a day.
In the winter temperatures could range from just above freezing in the workshop to almost 100 degrees in the stove room.



Resources – Lesson 5-teacher notes 

The workshops were dusty and often damp and this also affected the children’s health.
A normal working day consisted of 12 hours, but many children worked longer if the order books were good.
Some orphan children even slept on sacks of straw in their place of work and had to make sure the workshop was warm in 
the morning.
Some, worn-out, overslept so were beaten by the master potter with a clay cutting wire as punishment.

Other children were expected to be in the workshop before the adults and to have the place swept, fires lit, water brought 
in and the clay prepared for the adults. It was usual for children to work overtime for three or more hours per day – this 
was very hard on the younger children who then had to walk upto three miles to return home.

Not all children worked in such bad conditions. Where the pottery was decorated with printed designs young girls were 
employed to cut the patterns out from the sheets of paper before the transferer applied them to the pots.
This work was tiring, as the children stood all day and had to be both quick at cutting out and accurate if they were not to 
spoil the design.
In other workshops children painted dozens of teacups or plates. They would have a pattern to copy in front of them and 
would repeat border designs or floral sprigs on hundreds of pieces per week.
These children, usually girls, had some of the better working conditions. Although the pay was very low, the children sat at 
their work, were rarely ill-treated, and the workshops were usually clean and warm. The wages the children earned ranged 
from one shilling per week to three shillings and sixpence (5p-17.5p) all of which went to family income to survive another 
week.



Resources – Lesson 5 

Pattern to cut out -
Patterns to paint 



Resources – Lesson 6.  - Clarice Cliff Facts.

Clarice Cliff was an English ceramic artist. 

Her love of pottery began when visiting an aunt, who hand-painted items at a local pottery company.

Clarice Cliff was born on 20
th

January 1899 in Stoke-on-Trent.

Clarice would change her job and move to a different factory.  This was unusual for a woman at that 

time. 

Clarice learnt many new skills.

A factory owner, Colley Shorter noticed Clarice’s work and with Colley’s help Clarice studied at the 

Royal College of Art, in Paris.

Clarice was given her own studio in 1927.

Clarice developed a new design for pottery called Bizarre. 

It was unlike anything that had been seen before. It was made up of bright colours and shapes. 

By 1929, she had a team of about 70 people working with her.

She began to sell her work, which continued to be inspired by shapes, around the world.

In 2004, a Clarice Cliff platter sold for £40,000! 

Clarice is considered to be an incredibly successful woman of her time.



Resources – Lesson 6.  - Clarice Cliff Designs.



Resources – Lesson 6.  - Clarice Cliff Designs.



Resources – Lesson 6.  - Clarice Cliff Designs.


